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Cheetahs are built for speed.  They have long, 
flexible backs, slim legs and small heads.  
They are the fastest land animals over short 
distances and can reach speeds of up to 95 
kilometres per hour. 

Once found throughout Asia and Africa, 
cheetahs today are racing toward extinction. 
Loss of habitat and declining numbers of their 
prey combine to threaten the future of these 
cats.  Cheetahs are found in open and partially 
open savannahs. 

 



��������	
���
��
���������������

���������
���	�
���		���	� ������������������	��
��
��������� 6 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

������	
	
����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������	

Lions are the largest of Africa’s Big Cats.  They are 
the only ones to live in groups – or PRIDES.  The 
females do most of the hunting and, working together 
as a team, they can bring down a wildebeest or a 
zebra. 
 
Lions once roamed in Africa, southern Europe, and 
parts of Asia. Today their primary habitats are in 
Africa, with a few still living in the Gir Forest of India.  
The Lion is on the Endangered List and so to ensure 
survival of this species, man must play an active role 
in Animal Conservation. 
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Baboons are the largest of the monkeys and live in 
“troops” of up to one hundred animals with a “tight-
knit” social order i.e. there is a Head of the troop. 
 
They are powerfully built with strong shoulders and 
arms, making them good climbers. 
 
Baboons have strong jaws and harp teeth and eat 
plants and insects.  Some troops have been seen to 
eat small animals. 
 
While baboons are considered a pest in some parts 
of Africa they have a very important role to fulfil in the 
African “Circle of Life” and man should take care with 
the conservation of these intelligent animals. 
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The elephant is the largest land animal.  The male African 
elephant (Larger than the Asiatic elephant) stands 4 
metres tall at the shoulder and weighs over 6000 kg.  Both 
male and female African elephants have tusks which can 
be as long as 3 metres. 
 
Elephants are social creatures. They sometimes “hug” by 
wrapping their trunks together in displays of greeting and 
affection. Elephants also use their trunks to help lift or 
nudge an elephant calf over an obstacle, to rescue a 
fellow elephant stuck in mud, or to gently raise a newborn 
elephant to its feet. And just as a human baby sucks its 
thumb, an elephant calf often “sucks its trunk” for comfort. 
 
These huge, gentle creatures are threatened with 
extinction.  Man can play an active role in preventing this. 
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Rhino’s are plant eaters.  They graze on grass and bushes.  The 
word “rhinoceros” means “Horn Nose”, but the Rhino’s horn is not 
really a true horn – it is not made of bone but of tightly compacted 
hair.  Rhinos can run very fast over short distances. 
 
Humans are the only real threat to adult black rhinos. No other 
animal is a match for a full-grown rhino and its heavily armoured 
body of very thick skin and lethal horns. But human poachers 
threaten the species’ survival.  
 
People often illegally kill the protected, endangered rhinos for the 
animals’ horns. In several Asian cultures, people believe that a 
rhino horn provides powerful medicine for a variety of ailments. 
Other people, who live mainly in northern Africa, use rhino horns 
to make the handles for special daggers. Since rhino horns fetch 
high prices, many poachers are willing to break the law and kill 
these endangered animals. 
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Hippopotamus means “River Horse”.  The 
hippo spends most of its time in the water.  
They are plant-eaters and do not eat meat 
but even so, they are extremely dangerous 
and will attack anything that comes too 
close. 
 
Hippos kill more people in Africa than any 
other animal does.  Man has to be active in 
conserving these animals in their natural 
habitat.  Despite their temperament, they are 
endangered, with man being the biggest 
threat. 
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The hyena is known as the 'shark of the savanna.' These 
super predators hunt in packs and make sounds resembling 
laughter. They are normally considered scavengers (eating 
animals that have died from natural causes or other 
predators), but only certain types of hyenas are truly 
scavenger. 
 
With one of the strongest jaws of any animal, their only real 
competition is from lions and man.  Their jaws are bone-
crushing strong. 
 
Their back legs are longer than their front legs.  They are 
not only strong; they are highly intelligent predators, more 
intelligent even than the lion.  Hyenas look rather like a type 
of dog but actually have their own classification. 
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The African Wild Dog is a carnivore.  It is also known 
as the Cape Hunting Dog. 

Wild dogs are endangered, mainly because they use 
very large territories and they are strongly affected by 
competition with larger carnivores that rely on the 
same prey, especially lions and spotted hyenas. The 
dogs are also killed by livestock herders and game 
hunters. Like other carnivores, wild dogs are 
sometimes affected by outbreaks of viral diseases. 
The small size of most wild dog populations makes 
them vulnerable to extinction due to diseases or other 
problems. 

There are only about 3000 wild dogs remaining.   
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The tallest animal in the world, the giraffe, munches on its 
favourite meal, the thorny leaves of the acacia tree.  
 
The giraffes’ 5.4-meter height and excellent vision gives them a 
wide view of the grasslands where they live, making it easy for 
them to spot predators from a distance. Some scientists believe 
that other animals—such as zebras, antelope, and wildebeests—
often congregate near giraffes to take advantage of their ability 
to see danger from a distance. 
 

The giraffe could be considered the early warning system of the 
African grasslands.  
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The wildebeest, also called the gnu (pronounced "new"), is a large 
hoofed mammal of the genus Connochaetes, which includes two 
species, both native to Africa.  A baby wildebeest can stand within 10 
to 20 minutes of birth. After birth the stay very close to their mothers, 
for fear of getting lost in the herd or being attacked by predators. 

They inhabit the plains and open woodlands of southern Africa, 
especially the Serengeti. Wildebeest can live for more than 20 years.  
The principal foodstuff of wildebeest is grasses. The seasonal nature of 
the African grasslands forces wildebeest to make annual migrations.  

The main migration is in May, when around 1.5 million animals move 
from the plains to the woods; they return in November as summer rains 
water the plains.  Wildebeest are an important part of the plains 
ecosystem. Their dung fertilizes the ground and their eating and 
trampling encourage new growth. They are also an important food 
source for predators such as lions and hyenas. 
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Warthogs are perhaps one of the most unattractive-looking animals on Earth! First, their heads 
seem too large for their bodies. Second, there are two or three pairs of wart-like bumps on their 
flat, shovel-shaped faces. Third, four tusks protrude from their jaws, giving them a forceful 
appearance. Fourth, while warthogs have sparse hair on their brown skin, they have long manes 
extending from the top of their heads to the middle of their backs. Well, although warthogs look 
rather strange, or down right ugly to some people, they are very interesting. 

Living in African savannahs, warthogs are the only pig species that can live in places where 
absence of water during the dry season can last for a couple of months a year! Adding to the 
uniqueness is that warthogs are also the only pig species that graze grasses. When warthogs are 
hungry, they kneel on their padded front knees to nip off short grass or to dig bulbs, roots, and 
tubers with their snouts and tusks. Occasionally, warthogs eat carrions (dead animals), too. 
Warthogs look tougher and meaner than they actually are. If threatened, warthogs most likely 
choose to flee from the scene than to challenge their enemies. When warthogs are on a run, they 
hold their tails upright like an antenna. 
   
Warthogs are active during the daytime. As night falls, they return to their underground homes or 
burrows. 
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The giant eland is an animal found in open 
savannah plains of Africa.  It is found in 
Central African Republic, Sudan, Cameroon 
and Senegal.�  Giant Eland stand 150 to 175 
centimetres (4.9 to 5.7 feet) at the shoulder 
and weigh from five to nine hundred 
kilograms. The coat is chestnut, darker in 
males than females. There are around ten 
white vertical stripes on the body as well as a 
white underside and black definition around 
the base of the neck and along the nose. 
There is a bit of a dewlap under the throat and 
a short black mane running down the back 
almost to the back legs.  

Both sexes have horns which are relatively straight with many twists. Males have larger 
horns than females, reaching 120 centimetres. 

Giant Eland live in open forest and savannah where they eat grass, leaves and branches. 
Giant Eland are mainly�nocturnal.��Predators taking adult Eland in the wild are mainly Lion 
and African Wild Dog (Endangered).�
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The buffalo, or Asian buffalo, as it is often 
called, is the largest member of the Bovini 
tribe, which includes yak, bison, African buffalo, 
various species of wild cattle, and others.  
 
Standing 1.5 to 1.9 metres tall, buffalo are 
formidable mammals with sparse grey-black 
coats. Males carry enormous backward-
curving, crescent-shaped horns stretching 
close to 1.5 metres long with deep ridges on 
their surface. Females are smaller in size and 
weight, but they also have horns, although they 
are smaller. 

Water buffalo spend much of their day submerged in water.  Their wide-splayed hoofed feet 
prevent them from sinking too deeply in the mud and allow them to move about in wetlands and 
swamps. These marshes provide good cover and rich aquatic plants to feed on, although water 
buffalo actually prefer to feed in grasslands on grass and herbs. 
 
Sadly these lovely creatures are endangered and threatened with extinction, as with so many 
other African animals. 



��������	
���
��
���������������

���������
���	�
���		���	� ������������������	��
��
��������� 18 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
	
	

������	
������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

������������������������������������������������

The stripes are also used as camouflage to confuse predators when zebras huddle in great 
numbers or mingle with herds of antelopes. The Zebra enjoys grazing the plains & savannahs 
during the day and sleeping during the night roaming in groups with one or two members acting 
as lookouts during the night.  On average a zebra lives for about 25 years in the wild. 

Zebras are horses with black and white stripes.  
They are very sociable animals and live in 
various parts of Africa, including the savannah 
plains.  A zebra’s pattern is as unique as your 
own fingerprint.  No two zebras have the same 
pattern stripes. 

Within a zebra family, a strict order of seniority is 
carefully observed. This social hierarchy is most 
noticeable when a zebra family travels across 
savannahs in search of food or water. The 
oldest mare walks in the first place. Behind her 
are her foals, and then the second oldest mare 
and her foals, and then the third oldest mare and 
her foals, and so forth. There is only a single 
stallion dominating an entire zebra family, and 
he is always the last in line. 
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Aardvarks live in Sub-Saharan Africa, where there is 
suitable habitat for them to live, such as savannas, 
grasslands, woodlands and bush land, and available food 
(i.e., ants and termites). They live in burrows they dig 
themselves. 

Aardvarks can live to be over 24 years old in captivity. 
The aardvark's main predators are lions, leopards, 
hunting dogs and pythons. Aardvarks can dig fast or run 
in zigzag fashion to elude enemies, but if all else fails, 
they will strike with their claws, tail and shoulders, 
sometimes flipping onto their backs to lash with all fours. 
Their thick skin also protects them to some extent. 

 The Aardvark is not closely related to pigs.   The Aardvark is only vaguely pig-like; the 
body of the aardvark is sparsely scattered with coarse hairs; the body is stout with an 
arched back; the limbs are of moderate length. The front feet have lost the pollex (or 
'thumb') — resulting in four toes — but the rear feet have all five toes. 
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