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Home Schooling Through High School

By Katerina Mitrou

For many parents who have home schooled their children through the elementary years, continuing
the process during high school may seem like a daunting task. After all, math and science become
more advanced in the teen years, and you may not have been a genius when it came to those subjects
when you were in high school. You may also be concerned about the social aspect of your child’s
development, as this becomes even more important for teenagers.

But if your son or daughter has benefited greatly from the home school experience thus far, why put a
stop to it? Especially with all the online resources available today, it's definitely possible to give your
teenager everything he/she needs to be successful at this stage of the game.

With an older child you don’t have to be a constant guide every step of the way. Of course, a teenager
still requires help and guidance, but for the most part a large percentage of the workload can be carried
out independently. If you have high-quality learning materials and books at your disposal, your child
can work through the subjects alone - if a question ever arises, the Internet, with tons of helpful online
information for the curious and home schoolers alike, is just a few mouse clicks away.

Also, you can sign your teenager up for online high school courses, if you prefer that he/she learn
directly from a teacher or tutor. There is a wide range of high school courses available online that make
it easy to earn a degree, right from the comfort of your own home.

For certain subjects that your child might struggle with, consider hiring a tutor to come to your home a
few days a week for lessons. Math and science tutors are the most popular choices, as one-on-one
help with these subjects is something most students benefit the most from.

Another option: community college courses. You can actually give your teen an edge if they attend
classes at the local community college. For certain subjects, being taught by a college teacher, and
interacting with other students who are also interested in what is being taught, this is an excellent way
to obtain particular credits and socialize with people who are on the same wavelength academically.
You may have to jump through some hoops to enroll your child, but it can be worthwhile in the end.

If you're worried about neglecting your teen’s social development, there are many ways to make up for
any experiences normally enjoyed during high school. Home schooled high school students usually
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participate in a wide range of social activities, by volunteering, working part-time, and partaking in a
sport or musical group. Many home schoolers even plan a prom!

If you believe home schooling is right for your child, there’s no reason to give up when the high school
years roll around. There are many ways to make your older child’s home schooling experience one to
be cherished.
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Important Considerations For Home Schooling

By James Brown

The decision on whether or not to home school your child can be a very difficult one to make. Most
two income families may not be willing to make a financial sacrifice when one of them will have to give
up work to take on the reigns as a teacher in a home school set-up. Many are even thinking on
whether or not their children will still obtain the same level of education in a home school set-up.

There are many more concerns about home schooling but despite certain apprehensions home
schooling is on the rise. There are various reasons why many parents are considering home schooling
education. If you are thinking about home schooling your child, it is important for you to consider
several factors.

Your commitment to time is one important factor to consider. Home schooling will have the tendency to
take up a lot of your time most of the day. Home schooling is not merely sitting down for several hours
with books. There is more to it as it involves experiments, activities and projects plus lesson plan
preparation, grading of papers, music lessons, field trips and so much more. To get an idea of a typical
day, you can always research online for a sample schedule.

Home schooling entails personal sacrifice. As a home schooling parent, you may not have that much
personal time for yourself as you will be spending a great deal of time with your child. The parent can
feel overwhelmed if he or she will not allot personal time for himself or herself.

Home schooling will require one parent to stop working and sacrifices will have to be made if the family
is used to having two sources of income. The gravity of the problem increases when you are a single
parent.

It is of utmost importance in any home school set-up that the child be given enough time for
socialization. It is essential to get your child together with his or her friends. With home schooling
though, you get control over your child's social encounters. One drawback of home schooling is that it
can isolate your child so you must prepare him or her with the necessary social skills to be able to
socialize with other children.

Both of the parents must agree to home schooling. Chances for its success are slimmer if one is not in
favor of it. It is also very important that the child is willing to be home schooled. Critical to the success
of home schooling is a willing student. You might have a hard time teaching your unwilling child. The
decision though rests ultimately on the parents.

Every parent knows that education is very important to ensure any child's future. There is more to
home schooling and your time, commitment and involvement is very much important. If you are
considering home schooling, associate with other parents in the area who are into home schooling
their children for some helpful tips and advice. A good network will help in the planning process and
sharing of ideas is very much possible.
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